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Statement by Minister for Citizenship and Multicultural Interests 

DR M.D. NAHAN (Riverton — Minister for Citizenship and Multicultural Interests) [9.05 am]: I would 
like to inform the house that the parliamentary iftar dinner for members of the Western Australian Parliament is 
being held at Parliament House on Monday, 29 June 2015. Iftar is the meal that breaks the fasting at the end of 
each day of Ramadan. It is a social event where families and communities gather to share food after sunset. It is 
instrumental in strengthening bonds with family, friends and neighbours. The iftar dinner has been a feature of 
the parliamentary calendar for four years and is always well received by parliamentarians and community leaders 
alike. It provides an exceptional opportunity for deepening social unity and integration. The dinner makes an 
important contribution to the development of networks and communication between Muslim community leaders 
and elected representatives, and gives parliamentarians a direct appreciation of the importance of Ramadan for 
the state’s Muslim community. 

The dinner is hosted by Hon Liz Behjat, MLC, and Bill Johnston, MLA, and is organised by the Intercultural 
Harmony Society. This year, the event has been supported by the Office of Multicultural Interests through a 
community grants program grant. Each year, the dinner gives more than 100 people—including members of the 
Western Australian and Australian Parliaments, consular officials and representatives of major faiths—valuable 
insights into Islam and the lives of Muslim Western Australians. Western Australia is home to more than 39 000 
Muslims from diverse cultural backgrounds who are integrated and productive citizens in our community. 
Western Australian Muslims have contributed directly and in multiple ways to Western Australia’s development. 
Their efforts have been instrumental to the development of our infrastructure and to opening up the interior of 
this vast state. Their input into our scientific and educational advancement and the increase of our 
entrepreneurial spirit is considerable. 

The annual parliamentary iftar dinner is one of many ways the Western Australian government demonstrates that 
the Muslim community is an important, active and valued part of our multicultural society. The state government 
also supports the Muslim community through grants for Eid-ul-Fitr celebrations, which take place at the end of 
the Ramadan month of fasting, and Eid-ul-Adha celebrations. Senior members of the state government continue 
to meet with Muslim community leaders as part of the government-led initiative to improve communications and 
address issues affecting the community. I commend the organisers of and attendees at the Ramadan iftar dinner 
at Parliament House for their support, and I invite all members to join me in extending our best wishes to 
Muslim Western Australians during the month of Ramadan. 
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